Reliability of gallium brain scanning in the detection and differentiation of central nervous system lesions.
Both 99mTc-pertechnetate and 67Ga-citrate brain scans were performed in 93 patients with cerebral neoplasms and in 70 others with cerebral infarction or hemorrhage. Tumor detection was clearly better with 67Ga(96%) than with 99mTc(85%). Cerebral infarctions consistently either failed to concentrate 67Ga(67%) of revealed a much lower concentration than the 99mTc study (27%). In 6% of the infarction patients, gallium and technetium scans were equivalent.